Johnson-Brock Public Schools / Peru State College

Political Science 201 – American National Government

Early Entry Program:  2015-2016
Syllabus

Credit Hours: 3

Instructor:  Lori S. Broady

Phone:  402 868-5235

Email: lbroady@esu4.org
Course Description:

Prerequisites:  none

Meeting Times:  Daily for 52 minutes

Texts:  We The People:  the Citizen and the Constitution, 11th Printing by the Center for Civic Education

Sources:  The Federalist Papers edited by Clinton Rossiter


The Anti-Federalist Papers and the Constitutional Convention Debates edited by Ralph Ketcham


Assigned Readings

Course Objectives:

This course  looks at the development of the basic ideas of American constitutional government, how those principles protect individual’s rights and what it means to be a citizen in a country committed to them.  

Methods of Instruction:

Lecture, class discussion, cooperative learning exercise, cooperative research, individual reading and research, video, and guest speakers

Evaluation Standards/Grading Criteria

Current Events quizzes;  multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank, and essay tests: cooperative learning exercises and cooperative research; daily homework assignments; and research papers, and political portfolio.

A 100 point test will follow each of the units. After completing all of the units, the student will take a 60 question multiple choice test that must be passed with 70% accuracy. (Students who do not achieve this percentage of accuracy will need to re-take the test until that goal is achieved.)

Additional Expectations

States Test- The student will take the state test each Friday until it has been passed with 100% accuracy. Each week that the student is unable to pass the test, the grade will drop 2 points. (50 points total)

Weekly Current Events – These quizzes and discussions will be utilized to ensure that the students are aware of important events that are occurring in their state, country, and world. Information for these quizzes will be given in class, or taken from the Omaha World Herald. (10 points each week)

County Government Day – Participation in County Government Day is required for all students. Students will participate in the “jeopardy” competition and the mock trial. Each student will also be graded on their participation and reaction paper concerning the county offices. (30 points total)

Curriculum – We The People

TLW describe the  Philosophical and Historical Foundations of the American Political System 
TLW summarize the  Creation of the Constitution 
TLW explain the Values and Principles within the Constitution that shape American Institutions and Practices 
TLW describe the Development of the Bill of Rights 
TLW summarize the  Bill of Rights Protections 
TLW examine what Democratic Citizenship means

TLW explain the rights, freedoms, responsibilities, and benefits of citizenship in the United States. (STAR 12.3.9)

TLW generate stands on political and modern issues through debate
TLW participate in County Government Day 

TLW identify important current events through weekly  assessments.

TLW identify all  50 states

A 100 point test will follow each of the units. After completing all of the units, the student will take a 60 question multiple choice test that must be passed with 70% accuracy. (Students who do not achieve this percentage of accuracy will need to re-take the test until that goal is achieved.)

A political portfolio will also be assigned with the college level class.  This will require the student to select one topic from the following list to research for this class. (This requirement is taken from the P.S.C. Online Political Science 201 American National Government taught by Dr. Sara Crook with moderate modifications.)(100 points total)


Public Opinion and the Media


Foreign Affairs in general


War against terrorism


Social Issues (abortion, cloning, death penalty, gay rights, etc)


Violence and Gun Control


Welfare and Social Security


Interest Groups and Political Parties


Campaigns and Elections


Freedom of press/censorship


Freedom of religion


Immigration policies


Discrimination/ Affirmative Action


Any specific state or national politician


Other topics approved, in advance, by instructor

This research should include the following: 

Title Page – Identify your name, class number, name, instructor, date, and topic of PIP. This might also have a professional border, picture, chart, etc. (5 pts)

Table of Contents – Identify the page numbers of each of the following sections of your portfolio. (5 pts)

Internet sites - (10) The student shall prepare a directory including a short description of the sponsor of the site and its position on the issue. (10 pts)

News Articles - (10) Each student shall compile a minimum of 10 articles from news magazines or newspapers. Students should seek articles from a variety of sources (note source and date of each article), and should seek opinions on all sides of the issue. Include at least one non-American source/viewpoint. Also indicate that the articles have been read by highlighting and making margin notes. Include a bibliography page identifying these articles and their sources at the beginning of this section. (15 pts)
Civic letter - (1) Each student will prepare a 1 page letter to a relevant government official detailing your informed opinion on your selected topic and encouraging this person’s continued support, or changing their current position on this issue. This letter should be a professional presentation of your views. The letter must be typed. After the letter is graded and suggestions are made, you will be required to provide a clean copy of the letter and tell either the fax number or email address where it could be sent. (25 pts)

Interview - (1) Each student will interview someone who has been important in their political socialization, i.e., parent, sibling, teacher, grandparent, mentor, etc. The student will submit 5 questions and answers (typed) regarding their political issue. This can be done by video or audio tape if the student prefers. (20 pts)

Political Cartoon (1 or more) Each student will provide a political 

cartoon from a published source. If no political cartoon dealing 

with your topic can be found, the student will design their own 

political cartoon. (10 pts)

Professional Presentation of written material (10 pts)

Grading Scale

Grades will be based on a point system that is averaged between the number of points available to the student and the number of points the student earned.

93-100% = A

86-92% = B

78-85% = C

70-77% = D

Below 70% = F

Inc. = Incomplete

